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Lesbian photographer and artist 
D

onna G
ottschalk at the Christopher 

Street G
ay Liberation D

ay parade, 
June 28, 1970, the � rst pride m

arch in 
N

YC to com
m

em
orate the Stonew

all 
riots. Photo credit: D

iana D
avies, N

ew
 

York Public Library A
rchives

Stonew
all w

as a lightning rod for the burgeoning gay rights m
ovem

ent. “M
any people 

in N
ew

 York in June 1969 w
ere fed up w

ith the antiquated tactics of prior m
ovem

ents 
such as asking for ‘hom

osexual equality,’ as m
em

bers of the M
attachine Society called 

it... G
LF [G

ay Liberation Front] w
as created and [Sylvia] Rivera w

as w
elcom

ed gladly, the 
� rst trans person to be a m

em
ber of a gay organization... G

LF helped us decide that w
e 

had the sole right to de� ne ourselves rather than live by society’s de� nition. W
e w

ere 
out, loud, and in your face. Rather than beg for our rights, w

e dem
anded them

. 
Then w

e did som
ething even m

ore revolutionary. W
e created a com

m
unity w

here 
there w

as none before... O
ne m

onth after 
Stonew

all, G
LF had its � rst dem

onstration. 
W

e took over Christopher Street and told 
the police it w

as our hom
e, our com

m
unity, 

the very � rst gayborhood.”
  —

 M
ark Segal, 

participant in the Stonew
all uprising and 

founding m
em

ber of the G
ay Liberation 

Front.
This is the only know

n photograph   taken 
on the � rst night of the Stonew

all riots, 
June 28, 1969. That night, hom

eless queer 
youth w

ho slept in nearby Christopher 
Park, along w

ith trans people and other 
m

arginalized m
em

bers of the LG
BTQ

 
com

m
unity w

ho gathered at the Stone-
w

all Inn, stood up to police harassm
ent. 
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aily N
ew

s

Stonew
all w

as a lightning rod for the burgeoning gay rights m
ovem

ent. “M
any people 

in N
ew

 York in June 1969 w
ere fed up w

ith the antiquated tactics of prior m
ovem

ents 
such as asking for ‘hom

osexual equality,’ as m
em

bers of the M
attachine Society called 

it... G
LF [G

ay Liberation Front] w
as created and [Sylvia] Rivera w

as w
elcom

ed gladly, the 
� rst trans person to be a m

em
ber of a gay organization... G

LF helped us decide that w
e 

had the sole right to de� ne ourselves rather than live by society’s de� nition. W
e w

ere 
out, loud, and in your face. Rather than beg for our rights, w

e dem
anded them

. 
Then w

e did som
ething even m

ore revolutionary. W
e created a com

m
unity w

here 
there w

as none before... O
ne m

onth after 
Stonew

all, G
LF had its � rst dem

onstration. 
W

e took over Christopher Street and told 
the police it w

as our hom
e, our com

m
unity, 

the very � rst gayborhood.”
  —

 M
ark Segal, 

participant in the Stonew
all uprising and 

founding m
em

ber of the G
ay Liberation 

Front.


